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public capacity. It was on that principle that he had refused the
'general retainer* which the Trust had offered him as counsel,
thinking that it would interfere with the independent exercise of his
duties as a member of the Corporation. Incidentally, one would like
to know how many of our public men are capable of adopting that
stria standard of public morality which Pherozeshah so strikingly
displayed in these and other matters.
Though declining to mix himself up with the negotiations which
the Punchayet was carrying on with the Trust, so long as he was
fighting the battle of the public over the same question in the Cor-
poration, Pherozeshah agreed to go through the correspondence
which Dr. Modi placed before him. Into the subsequent stages of
the matter, it is not necessary to go. Suffice to say that the Trustees
of the Punchayet were not able to get the scheme modified in any
material particular. There was an uneasy suspicion in the minds of
many that the Improvement Trust had got the better of them in
every way, and a loud demand arose for calling a public meeting to
give expression to the general dissatisfaction at the manner in which
the sentiment of the community had been flouted Pressure was
brought to bear on Pherozeshah to give his co-operation and support
to the movement, and as the matter had passed out of the hands of
die Corporation, he yielded, though he made it clear that it was a
forlorn hope and that they were fighting a lost battle.
The meeting was held on 6 July 1902, for the purpose of memo-
rializing the Trust and the Government against the acquisition of
the lands vested in the Punchayet, The principal resolution was
moved by Pherozeshah, whose presence in a purely Parsi gathering
must have been a somewhat novel experieiKje to oae who seldom
attended a Parsi meeting or a wedding or a fanecaL Tbe resolution
stated that the deepest religious feelings erf the community were
concerned in the maintenance and preservation in their integrity of
the properties in question, that the Chowpaty scheme was Got an
'improvement' scheme as such, and that, in coctsequence, properties
should not be compulsorily acquired unless" they were grossly in-
sanitary, and that the scheme should be modified in view of these
considerations, particularly as the feelings of the community vefe
certain to be seriously injured. The resolution was passed, aini a